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COLUMBIA, Mo. (UPI) _ 
More of the world’s popula- 
tion, bu t less than a majority,* 
is exposed to a free press than 
to a controlled press, the Free- 
dom of Information Center at 
the University Of Missouri re- 
ports: 

The Center has been making 
a survey of controls on the 
prCss since last summer. Ap- 
proximately 450 newsmen, 
broadcasters and journalism 
educators participated in the 
study, which judged the 
'world’s press on 23 factors. 

The study concludes that, on 
the basis of their press, 45.2 
per cent of the earth’s popula- 
tion is free, 39.|2 per cent is 
not free and another 13 per 
cent stands somewhere in be- 
tween.; 

Free Press Defined 

The study started by defin- 
ing a “free” press as one which 
has absolute independence and 
critical ability, except for mini- 
mal libel and obscenity laws. 
It also has no- concentrated 
ownership, marginal economic 
units or organized self-regula- 
tion-. , 

The study, rated 94 of the 
US' independent nations of 
the World with a population of 
[more than , one million. 

Criteria for judging the 
press included such factors as 
legal controls, on the press 
government policies, govern-/ 
ment ownership of news' 
media and favoritism in re- 
lease of government news. 

The freest region of the 
world, according to the report, 
is the Western Hemisphere, 
where more than 96 per cent 
of the population lives under 
varying degrees of free press 
conditions. The most “oppres-j 
sive area” of the world in re- 


gard to free press is the mid 
die east, where 72 per cent 
of the population is subject 
to a controlled press. 

Some Surprises 

The survey reported uncov- 
ering some surprises. One was 
that Guatemala and Vene- 
zuela ranked among the 16 
countries with the highest 
degree of press freedom. An- 
other was that Japan, England 
and New Zealand did not 
make the top category. 

England’s negative points 
were listed as libel laws, or- 
ganized self-regulation, con- 
centrated ownership, govern- 
ment control of foreign ex- 
change and the number of 
marginal press units. 

A completely free press re- 
ceived a four-point rating 
while a completely controlled 
press got a minus-four. No 
country had a completely free 
or completely controlled press 
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